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PRICE 10 CEN'I‘S

HARRIET BEECHER STOWE,

Woman's Era Eminent Women Series.

SOME FEATURES OF THE ERA
SOUVENIR PROGRAM NUMBER.

The most important feature of this number,
after the programme of the three days’ convention,
will be the advertisements of men and women of
business in the different cities. Many of the
agents interested in this Souvenir, are asking for
a whole page upon which to show up the suc-
cessful business people of their section, and all
are taking a local pride in the result. As this
number is to have handsome covers, and fine cuts,
it will be a lasting ornament, as well as a good

business Directory for future reference. All our
business people failing to be in evidence in this
triumphant showing of successful effort, will have
cause for regret when too late tc remedy. All
orders for space must be in the Boston office by
July 10th, to insure insertion in this great free
edition. Among the cuts promised is one of
Harriet Tubmun, of the latest statue presented to
the city of Boston, that of John Boyle O'Riley,
and in reception of which Mayor Quincy said, *¢it
is the finest piece of sculpture erected in all Bos-
ton,” of.the building where the first convention of
women was held in Boston, and the church where
the first annual meeting will be held in Washing-
ton, in July.
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STATEMENT TO ADVERTISERS.

The WoMan’s Exra, now in its third year, is
published monthly in Boston; it is the organ of
the N. F. of A-A. W. which organization extends
over a dozen states including fifty Clubs, whose
united memberships reach far into the thousands,

At the first Annual Convention of this national
organization to he held in Washington, D. C.,
July 20, 21, 22, the WOMAN'S ERA SOUVENIR
NUMBER, will be distributed free, as it will also
at the Christinn Endeavor Convention, which im-
medintely precedes this.

This number containing the Program of the
Convention, many cuts of prominent people and
places, originul sketehes and stories, will be o
desirable Souvenir and consequently an unusually
vuluable advertising medium.

A mammoth edition will be issued and will not
only be mailed us usual to regular subscribers, hut
will also be sent in large batches to local agents
for Frer distribution in their respective localities
and scattered broad cust among delegates and vis-
itors nt-both conventions.

Advcrti:lu‘luents will be classified according to
cities und indexed.

Applications for terms must be made AT ONCE
to the regular authorized local Agents, or to the
Office of the WOMAN'S ERA, 103 Charles St.
Boston.

Cash must accompany orders.

For good and suflicient reasons all advertise-
ments are omitted from this issue of the Era,
Because of this omission all our standing yearly
ads. wili be enrried in the Souvenir Program
Number free.
ons from this arrangement must be obvious.

The great advantage to our pat-

The Royal Blue Line is endeavoring to secure
special rates for the meeting und if successful
announcement will be made in due course.  This
line operates the finest system of trains belween
New York and Washington, and delegates and
their friends are assured of a pleasant trip in
travelling under their auspices.  This line issues
u handsomely illustrated " Guide to Washington ™
which will be of interest to those intending o be
present at the Convention. A copy may bo
secured free by addressing A, J. Simmons, New
England Agent, 211 Washington street, Boston.

CONVENTION NOTES.
The Loyual Union of New Bedford has all the
health and vigor of youth.  We believe it was
the first to respond financially. Its president,

THE WOMAN'S FERA.

Mrs. Soulis came to Boston to help form the N.
E. Tederation and together with Miss Scarborough
will go as a delegate to Washington.

The women who will come together at Wash-
ington are representative in every way; north,
south, east, and west will have full and intelligent
1'01!1'050:)1:\!i\'us———.\ll‘s. Willinms, Mrs. Dr. Butler,
Mrs. Maples from the south, Mrs. Tyler, Mrs.
Nupier Kemp, Mrs. Wells Durnett from the west,
Mrs. Dickinson, Mrs. Soulis from the east, and
numbers of bricht women from New York,
Pennsylvania, and Washington.  This shows what
the character of the prospective convention will
be,

Beside the two delegates to he sent hy the club
(the president, Mrs. Ruflin, and the Seretary,
Mrs. Hannah Smith,) six members will represent
the elub at their own expense.  This is o good
showing.

Since the last issue of the Ira several new
clubs have applied for admission into the Federa-
tion. . Among the number are the following:
The * Ida ‘B. Wells Club,” Chicago, Ill.  The
« Woman's Club,” Los Angeles, Cal. The Julia
Hooks School, Memphis, Tenn.  The Womuan's

Club, Buffalo, N. Y.

Clubs are requested to send their list of dele-
gates with name of the delegate who is to make
the club report to Mrs. Matthews, 9 Murray St.,
New York.

Mrs. R. Jerome Jeffrey, president of the
Woman's Club of Rochester, N. Y., will repre-
sent that body at Washington.

All business men and women should advertise
in the Souvenir number—there will be a splendid
showing by citics. Send your business eards at
once.  The Souvenir Number will be distributed
free. )

THE WOMAN'S ERA LITERATURE
DEPARTMENT.

During the past winter, in Boston, there was
organized and conducted u cluss for the study of
the novel. A few of the best novels were select-
ed and studied carefully, the aim being not quan-
tity but quality.  Ench member of the class was
given a set of questions on the novel to be taken
up, to which answers were to be formed according
to one's opinion after careful reading. These
questions and answers were afterwards  discussed
in the clauss. The chief benefit derived from
the study was through this discussion and being
able to form and hold one’s own opinion.  The
questions used in this class will be presented to
the readers of the *“Era” from time to time as an
incentive to pleasant and profitable study. No
answers will be given, for many can simply be o
malter of personal opinion.




THE

THE STUDY OF THE NOVEL.

IVANHOE.

1. In an historical novel what should the
novelist reject and what reproduce ?

9. What is the artistic cffeet of the introduc-
tion and notes?

3. What is the dominant and what nre the
subordinate objects of historieal interest in
Ivanhoe?

4. State as fully as you can from the data
aiven in Ivanhoe, the relations between the Nor-
mans and the Saxons, and between the Christians
and the Jews,

5. Point out the chief elements of contrast be-
tween the characters of Richard and John, Ivan-
hoe and Athelstane, the Jolly Hermit and the
Cistercian Monk, Rebeeen nnd Rowena.

6. What nesthetic purpose is accomplished hy
the introduction of Womba the Jester and the
Jolly Hermit?

7. Compare Isnac of York and Shylock as
delineations of Jewish character.

8. What are the special excellencies of
Rebeeea's description of the storming of Front de
Boeuf’s castle ?

9. Mention the most important dramatic sit-
ustions in the novel.

10.  What improbabilities appear? Arethey
justititable ?

1.  What instance of Nemesis in Ivanhoe.

12. How can we excuse ourselves for sympn-
thizing with Locksley and his followers?

13. Why does the author so long conceal the
identity of Ivanhoe and Richard ?

14.  What is Scotts justification for the sacri-
fice of Rebecea to Rowena?

MRS. FANNIE BARIER WILLIAMS IN

BOSTON.

The long anticipated lecture by Mrs. Willinms
of Chicago wus given at Gilbert Hall, Tremont
Temple on June 20.  Mrs. Williams lectured on
«The Strength and Weakness of the Christian
Religion as Believed, Preached and Practised in
the United States” and spoke in her usual thought-
ful and finished style.  Mrs. Ednah D. Cheney
presided and the lecture was listened to by a fine
sized audience. Unfortunately the afternoon
selected was the one upon which the closing ex-
ercises of the ¢*Perkins Institute for the Blind”
was held ; as this is one of the pet institutions of
Boston it drew away a large number who would
otherwise have attended the lecture, among them
Mrs. Julin Ward Howe who personally expressed
her disappointment at not being able to hear Mrs.
Williams.  On this afternoon alse, the Canta-
brigin Club held open house in Cambridge in
celebration of the fitticth auniversary of that city.
All these kept away u large number who met
Mrs. Willinms and regretted the circumstances
which deprived them of the pleasure of hearing her.
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ANNIVERSARY WEEK AND VISITORS.

The last week in May was a full and delightful
one to Boston elub women ; the annual anniver-
garies which are a distinctive feature of New
England life and work were carried on in the same
quietly delightful way as usual, the intellectual
features, were as ever fanltless, the best minds in
New England contributing (o these occasions and,
amid sunshine and flowers, music, wit, and beanty,
yes beauty, too, Anniversary Week of 46 took its
place in the long line of auniversaries gone beforo.

The Woman’s Era Club was fortunate in having
in its midst, as guests of its president, Mrs Math-
ews of Now York, Mrs. F. B. Willinms of
Chicago nnd Mrs. Dickerson of Newport. Each
of the ladies tovk part in one or more of the many
intellectual gatherings of the week, Mrs. Will-
iums being heard in a lecture in Tremont Temple,
at one of the suffrage mectings and at the Free
Religious Banquet, where she and Mrs. Mathews
were the guests of Mrs. Ednah D. Cheney,
while Mrs. Mathews was the speaker at a specinl
called meeting in Charles St. Church, nnd at the
Moral Educational Associntion meeting at Tre-
mont Temple. All the visiting ladies were guests
of Mrs. Ruffin at the Suffrage Banquet in Music
Hall. Other social features were, the reception
tendered the ladies by the Woman's Era Club at
the house of the president. This was in every
way a delightful success in spite of the throng
which filled the house from chimber to basement,
and overflowed on to the porch for nir. There
wns some very fine voen) music by Mrs. A. C.
Sparrow, musical director of the club, and recita-
tions by Miss Florence Williams of Newton. The
committee having the reception in charge took
posession of the house early in the day and liter-
ally banked the parlors with potted plants, wild
flowers and ferns. The follpWwing ladies served at
the different tables : Mrs. 5. Benjamin, ices and
cake, Mrs. Bailey, lemonade and Mrs. Foster,
frappe ; Miss Eva Lewis, Mrs. Lottie Sampson,
Mrs. Dandridge and Miss Etta Tolliver acted us
ushers. Memorial day was spent in driving
around beautiful Mt. Auburn visiting the tombs
of distinguished dead. The last day the visitors
were guests at the Cantabrigia Club Reception
in the “Newtown Club House” and took part in
the festivities consequent upou the (ttieth anniver-
sury of the birth of Cambridge as a city.

The Ladies’ Auxilinry, Mrs. B. K. Bruce,
chairman, is taking great interest in tho Conven-
tion and are doing much to make the visit of the
delegates u plensant one; Mrs. Lawson, secretary
of the Ladies” Auxilinry has a large committee on
hospitality, and has been and is tireless in her
efforts to do all that can be done towards assuring
a hearty and enthusiastic reception to the women
who will be there from all parts of the Union.
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EDITORIAL.

Vor. III.

Boston, Mass., Jusg, 1896. No. 2«

Our readers need not he told that the paper has

been very irregular, doubtiess many of them have ~

expressed their opinion of this irregularity in a
more or less vigorous manner; however, we beg
‘their favor and ask further indulgence. In at-
tempting to do the work of the Federation and to
adequately represent that body, the management
took upon itself new and great responsibilities,
and until the Federation has had its fiest conven-
tion and gets into better running order, everything
concerned is necessarily more or less irregular.
We know this condition is irritating but it is always
one of the necessary concommittants of young and
struggling institutions.  With the Federation well
started, with the work running smoothly so that
workers will not be “run to death™ and then
criticised because some things have been omitted,
we hope to do better things. Until that time we
ask that indulgence which we are obliged to exer-
cise in large measure in doing what we ean in car-
rying on this work for our women and our race.
Institutions like the Federation, papers like the
1A, not only call for self-sacrifice, devotion and
enthusiasm on the part of those who conduct, but
also a large charity, patience, and sympathy on
the part of those who ¢ stand and wait.”

WINNING CAUSES,

*¢ The causes or movemenis that have the ele-
ments of assured success o« o o belong to
the history of the human race and not to a mere
handful of people from a remote corner of the
eurth, and must be tested by three supreme tests:
the test of right principle, the test of endurance,
and the test of growth.”

THE CONVENTION OF THE N. F. A-A.W.

That the Federation of colored women should
have in one year grown to twice its original size,
that it should awaken interest in, and receive re-
sponses from the women all overthe country,
speaks well, not only for the future of organized
work nmong us, but also for the energy, intelli-
gence and self-sacrifice of the officers.

The convention promises to be a remarkable
one, not only for the characters of the women who

WOMAN'S ERA.

will assemble and be represented, but also for the
scope of the work which has been planned.
- » = 3 L * *

The decision of the Supreme Court of the United
States on the Separate Car Law, comes us n dis-
appointment, but hardly as a surprise to millions
of loyal American citizens.

It cannot be denied that sentiment agagnst the
Negro and his rights is growing rapidly. | As the
black man acquires money and education few bar-
riers are raised against him, sometimes old obsta-
cles which pity for helplessness and ighorance
caused to be removed are being re-built and it is
only to a few enlightened minds tha
the Negro has any interest at all.

In time the problem must work itself, and in
the meantime the Negro has got to make himself
felt. There is no wisdom, virtue, policy or man-
hood in bearing everything put upon one. Ap-
peals for justice by voice and pen go very little
ways at present, practically no attention whatover
is paid to them; the time is come when they
must be backed by aggressive action and a physical
as well as mental resistance to every nhrogation of
manhood rights.

If laws are unjust, they must be continually
broken until they are killed or altered.  The thing
to do is to force the recognition of manhood by
uny and all means.

The heroes of the South who are meeting cow-
ardly lynchers with a shotgun and the courage of
true manhood, the men of the North as well as the
South who are meeting insinuations against
character and efforts to humiliate them with a
strong and ready fist, are doing as much towards
the forcing of a right condition as any. The world
is turning a callous ear to nppeals for justice; it is
evident that the only way now to get what we
want is to take it even if we have to Dreak laws in
getting it.

he cause of

The need of Christian homes for wayward and
erring girls, will be an issue,

The Separate Car law will be generally dis-
cussed and drastic measures adopted for having it
expunged from the Statute of the states in which
the system operates, it is hoped.

Delegales to the convention are assured of a
hearty welcome by the pustor and people of the
19th St. Baptist Church, where the session will be
held. This welcome will show itself in many
substuntinl and pleasant forms.  Among other
things, the pastor, the Rev. Walter Brooks will
give an address of welcome and the ladies of the
church have offered themselves to serve luncheon
to the delegates.
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CLUB NEWS.

“ADA SWEET PIONEER CLUB,  MINNEAPOLIS,

The officers ciected for the coming year are as
follows :
President, Mrs. Jasper Gibbs.
1st Vice President, Miss Josie Morgan,
2d Vice President, Mrs. S. A. Hardison.
Recording Secretary, Miss Mary Morgan.
Corresponding Sec’y, Mrs. J. Napier I{emp.
Treasurer, Miss Margaret Marshall.
Critie, Miss Cora Nupier.
Editor, Miss Cora Nuapier.
Chaplain, Mrs. Sadie Williams.
Mrs. J. Napier Kemp.

Borrd of Councilors, £ Mrs. Sadie Willinms.

( Mrs. N. Mason.

The Club has been admitted iuto the *Womnn's
Couneil ™ in this city and two delegates have been
clected and will take their seats in that body Sat-
urday, June 27, The two delegates are Mrs. R.
J. Coleman and Mrs. J. Napier Kemp; they will
be the first Afro-Americans ever represented in
that body.

Mrs. Faunie Barier Williams, of Chicago, lec-
tured under the auspices of the Club on the 10th
of the month on ¢ Prudence Crandell, a Modern
Cunterbury Tale.”

In the latter part of May the Club held an inter-
esting and suvccessful public meeting.  Pupers
were rend by Miss Cora Napier, Mrs. Plummer
and Mrs. Hardison; addresses by Mrs. Napier
Kemp and Mrs. Russell, and music was furnished
by Mrs. Sadie Williams and Miss Rice.

The Ada Sweet Club will be represented on the
program of the Convention.

THE OMAHA WOMAN'S CLUB.

The officers elected to serve this Club for the
year ending June, 1897, are us follows :

President, Laura M. Craig.

1st Vice President, Anna Bowler.

2d Vice President, Anna Woodbey.

Recording Secretary, S. Lillian Coleman.

Corresponding Sceretary, L. Irene Sley.

Treasurer, Ophelia Clenans.

. L - - - - L

Dear Madam :(—The Woman'’s Club, of Omaha,
wishes to know if they can have space in your
paper, the Womax's Era, once u month, How
much space can be had, and how much will it cost ?

L. Inexe Svey, Cor. Secretary.

Answer :—Until after the nnnual mecting of the
IFederation in Washington next month—when it is
expected some equable and unitorm basis of sup-
purt for the oflicial organ will be settled upon—
mquiring Club correspondents are referred to the
answer made to the same question from the Los
Angelos Club, in the May Era. Kp.
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The last meeting of the season of the New Eng-
land Women's Press Association took the form of
a June outing at the Ocenn Villa of Miss Floretta
Vining, at Hull, when Miss Vining opened her
spacious summer home for n two days’ gathering
of the members of the Abbott Academy Club, the
Duaughters of the Revolution, and the N, E.W. P, A,

- - - - - - L]

The Japanese Tea given by the Ways and
Menns Committee of the W. ¥. C. was nn unqual-
ified success in every way, but too late to give
details in this issue.

A NEW ENGLAND FEDERATION.

Mrs. Mary Dickerson, of Newport, Vice Presi-
dent, representing New England, came to Boston
the last week of Muay and was the guest of Mrs.
Ruffin.  While here, Mrs. Dickerson met the
president and officers of New England clubs and
succeeded in forming a Now Englund Federation,
This step is 0 good one, and is expected to be
productive of great results.  All the clubs repre-
sented nre already members of the National Fed-
cration, interested and enthusiastic supporters of
the National body who hope by this special orgnn-
ization to awaken the women of New England to
u keener interest in united work and to organize
for harmonious, vigorous and united work for the
cause in general.  In the fall the work of the New
England Federation will be pushed with zeal and
watehed with interest.

ATLANTA DOTS.

Once more our city has taken on her summer
aspect ; the colleges and seminaries have all closed,
and teachers and pupils have wended their way
home.

The commencement exercises of all the schools
were exceptionally fine this year.

Miss Mamie Mason, one of Spelmun’s, “‘Sweet
airl Graduates” read a well prepared paper on
“The Need of a Reformatory for Georgia.” When
she had finished there was n most hearty apprecia-
tion and approval, not only from the magniticent
audience, which filled the spacious chapel, but
Gov. W. Y. Atkinson roso from his seat on the
rostrum, and not only endorsed the sentiments of
Miss Muson’s paper, but expressed in strong
terms, his sympathy for the movement, The next
day a reporter from the Adanta Jowrnal, (daily)
was sent to Spelman Seminary, to secure Miss
Mason's paper for publication in its columns;
now, this paper, three, yes, two years ago con-
sidered it an unpardonable sin, to allow an article
from the pen and brain of an educated Afro-
Americin, to appear in its sacred (?) columns.
Miss Magon has started the ball, and ere long we
hope to have a reformatory for our youthful erimi-
nals like the splendid one in Concord, Mass,

L] L] . . . -
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ATLANTA WOMAN'S CLUB.

The regular meetings  have been weil attended,
und full of interest and inspiration.  The reports
read from the different commiltees were gratify-
ing. The First Ward sewing circle, with Miss

M. F. Pullen as chairman, has been a source of

edueation, to ail who havs attended.
do plain sewing very creditably.

The sewing circle in the third ward, with Mus.
Agnes Pitts as chairman, is taught plain sewing
and fancy work. The sewing circle in tho fourth
ward, under Miss Janie Crane now numbers 41 ; at
present the little girls are making n quilt, which
is to be sold when finished, and the proceeds

_donated for charitable purposes.

The pupils of these diflerent circles look for-
ward with childish delight to the afternoon when
they are to assemble. A most pleasing picture
indeed, to sce their happy  faces, sparkling eyes,
and listen to their merry chatter as they ¢ply the
needle nnd thread.”

The Lawn Party given by the club at the beau-
tiful vesidence of Mrs. D, I'. Howard, our faithful
President, was an agreeable success in every
phase.

The A. W. C., is un active organization, and is
doing much good in many ways. The assessment
of $2.00 has been forwarded to Mrs. L. C.
Anthony, and a good delegation will be sent to
the National Federation.

The girls

SELENA S. BuTLEnR.

CONVENTION NOTES.

The program for the Convention will e in the
form of a " Woman's Era Souvenir Edition;”
these will be issued tiie early purt of July and
will be for free distribution.

Many people labor under the mistaken idea
that there are differences between the National
Federation of Afro-American Women, and other
organizations.  Distinct lines of work should not
be conflicted with causes for antagonism. We
fear this has been done unwittingly by many who
have not bezun ta realize the proportions of the
Woman's Movement.  We are rejoiced over the
moral effeet thus far ot the efforts to arouse our
women the countty over. Until the movement
innugurated by the women of Boston, which
resulted in the formation of the National Federa-
tion was pionecred to success, the colored woman
as a factor in elub likg was unknown, except
locally.  Not so now, and the Natiounl Federa-
tion feels justifiably encouraged. At the coming
Convention ctforts will be made to accomplish
tangible results by Lringing together the women
who have founded homes, orphanages and hospi-
tals, that onr coming women may gather inspira-
tion and the public be cdueated as to the actual
work our women are striving against odds to do.

WOMAN'S ERA.

Mrs. Tyree and Miss Chunie Patterson, Miss
E. Nowell Ford, and the members of the Lyceum
presided over by Rev. Jesse Lawson will assist
in providing music for the Convention.

Mrs. F. J. Coppin and Mrs. Frances E. W.
Harper will speak for Philudelphia.

The gifted authoress, Miss Alice Ruth Moore
will attend the Convention.

Lvery day reports come of new clubs, aroused
to nction. The latest to be heard from is two out
in Kentucky where Miss Mury V, Cook is doing
splendid service in arousing the women.

The women of the Northwest are especially
interested in the great Paris Exposition. The
President of the Ada Sweet Club will open the
question.  She is the brilliant Mrs. J. Napier
Kemp.

Our faithful friend Mrs. Lyles will carry on her
plucky efforts, in favor of the John Brown
Memorinl.  Her cause is a noble one and should
have the undivided support of our women.

Miss Mason of Atlanta, will treat the Georgin
Convict System. By an address delivered some
time ago, on this subject in her native city this
lady won the hearty congratulation of Gov.
Atkinson of Georgia, on the very able and
comprehensive way in which she handled the
subject.

“WOMAN'S LOYAL UNION OF NEW
YORK AND BROOKLYN.”

The Woman's Loyal Union of New York and
Brooklyn, will be represented very largely at the
Convention. It has been decided to send two
regular delegates; the possibilities are that a
large number will attend from that body.

The birthday of Harriet Beecher Stowe, wus
upon motion of Mrs. K, V. Carmand remembered,
and a letter written in that lady’s most touching
and sympathetic vein was voted sent to the
famous author of Unecle Tom'’s Cabin; also an
original poem by Miss H. Cordelin Ray, secretary
of the W. L. U. There is something eminently
fit in selecting these ladies to perform this plens-
ing task.  Mrs, Carmand’s mother was a noted
wolnan—>Mrs. Jenuings,—whose best years were
spent, far from the great centres of population,
cdueating the plantation youth of Virginia.

Miss H. Cordelin Ray, n poet by nature and
cultivation descends from n fumily noted for talent
and integrity.  Her father, Dr. Charles Ray, was
long known ns one of the most zealous workers
for the emancipation of his people in the South.
He was especially beloved by Wendell Phlllips.
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OPEN LETTER FROM CHAIRMAN OF
EX. COM. OF N. F. A.—A. W.

Since the publication of the letters sent by the
officers of the National League, many persone
have written for information as to ¢“why the
National Federation refused to unite with National
League?” and other questions implying that the
officers of the National Federation were cognizant
of the plans of the League to hold a separate con-
vention before the announcement was made in pub-
lic print. As my correspondence is voluminious,
and everything connected with this matter is not
private but public concern, I am forced to adopt
this means of answering many who have requested
information concerning the matter. I beg all in-
cluded under this head of personal correspondents
will consider this explanation a personal reply to
_ their queries :—

The facts in the case are simply these. At no
time did the officers of the National League notify
or invite the National Federation to participate
in its convention through any officer connected
with The National Federation. The National
Secretary, Mrs. F. R. Ridley, having never re-
ceived any communication whatever. The only
intimation Mrs. B. T'. Washington had of the date
or plans of the National Leogue was from the ah-
nouncement contained in Colored American of
April 25th.  Mrs. Washington nor the Chairman
of Executive Committee, was not notified that the
League would not meet the Federation in Joint
Convention. No notice of this important fuct was
sent to the officinl organ of the Federation. No
invitation has been sent to the Nuational Federa-
tion, to carry out the terms of the vote of the con-
ference committee, i. e. that & joint convention be
held this summer ; a joint session and a joint con-
vention, are two widely differing affuirs ; lastly the
letter published in last issue of THE WoMAN'S Era,
is absolutely the last communication received by
the Chairman of Executive Committee, from the
officers of the National League. Our coming
convention represents not a "difference” of any
kind with the National League or uny other body.
It will be held in accordance with article V of the
constitution,

Respectfully,
Victoria MATTHEWS,

Chairman Executive Committee National Federa-
tion of Afro-American Women.

LOUISANA,

The Phyllis Wheatley Club is doing a lot of
work lately. The Sanitarium scheme is taking
on what seems to bo something of a very definite
nature. There was a special meeting to discuss
its plans into something like real work.

The committee which was appointed to make
reports and confer with the different authorities in
charge of the Charity hospital relative to the
establishing of a Phyllis Wheatley Ward therein,
reported at the previous monthly meeting that Dr.
Lewis and Sister Agnes in charge of the Hospital
work had stated most emphatically and plainly that
under no circumstances whatever would cplored
physicians and nurses be allowed to practice in the
Hospital, even under such conditions as the Club
wished imposed. Undersuch circumstances there
was nothing for the P. W. C.’s to do but with-
draw their offer of endowing the ward, and turn
their attention to other matters.

At this juncture, the committee conferred with
Dr. Atkinson, president of New Orleans Univer-

_sity, and with the Medical Faculty of the New

Orleans Medical Department, with the object of

_ placing their funds, and energy in some work for

{he medical department of this school. To this
end, a special meeting was called, and Dr. Atkin-
son and Dr. Newmaun invited to nddress the Club.
As president of the University, Dr. Atkinson
stated his opinion as to the help the club could
give, the needs of the medical department in. re-
gard to a sanitarium, clinic, and nurses, gave
interesting statistics of probable costs, and sug-
gested plans of management, rules of admission
and other necessary little details. ‘Dr. Newman,
as one of the principal lecturers in the department,
and a physician of wide experience, followed, with
supplementary information.

The upshot of the whole matter is, thut the
Phyllis Wheatley club is about to start & sani-
tarium and training school for nurses to be estab-
lished in the New Orleans Medical School Build.
ing. There are to be pay wards, and free wards,
a matron, head nurse, and facilties for the training
of a limited number of young women who wish to .
become perfected in the noble art of caring for the
sick. Of course, there will be limitations to the
whole affuir, at first. The work will begin on a
small scale, but it is hoped that when overyone
sces the reality of the talked of plans, the public
spiritgd colored citizens of the city will come to
its assistance as nobly as they have done in other
charitable institutions.



8 THE WOMAN'S ERA.

Dr. Atkinson has promised to have the build-
ing réady for the wards and rooms by the early
part of September, and now the members of the
club have their hands full of summer work in per-
fecting plans of organization, arranging rules,
boards of directors, raising sufficient sums of
money, and other such work.

The first gift to the new cause was made by the
Peabody Alumni, which kindly turned over to the
Sunitarium Fund all the rendy money it had in
its treasury. The corner-stone just Inid was high-
ly appreciated by all club members,

At the May meeting, the members of the club «

were addressed on the **Legal Stiatus of Woman
in Louisiana” by the Hon. L. A. Martinet, It
was an interesting lecture, not only from the
" ecarnestness of the speaker, but that it threw some
light on darkly mysterious position of woman's
legal status in the state, '

The club has appointed its delegate to represent
it at Washington in July.  Arice Ruri Moore.

LY

HARRIET TUBMAN.

Efforts are now being put forward to bring’

before the young generation the last of the grand
characters identified with the *“uprising of a great
people.”  The woman whom the great-hearted
Mrs. Sarah H. Bradford of Geneva, said, is
ssworthy to be handed down to posterity side and
side with the names of Joan of Are, Grace Dar-
ling, and Florence Nightingale.”

“Iu my opinion” suys Wendell Phillips, ¢ There
are few Captains, perhaps few Colonels, who have
done more for the loyal causesince the war began,
and few men who did before that time, more for
the colored race, thun our fearless and most
sngacious friend, Harriet Tubman,  The last time
I ever saw John Brown was under my own roof,
as he brought Harriet Tubman to me, saying,
‘Mr. Phillips I bring you one of the best and
bravest persons on this Continent.  (eneral
Tubman, as we call her."”

This wonderful woman became famous before
the fall of Sumter, by conducting hundreds of
slaves to freedom, through the system known as
the *“Under Ground Railroad.” So daring and
intrepid was she, that sums averaging from 12 to
40,000 dollars were offered for her capture by the
slave oligarchy. During the rebellion, she was
employed as scout, guide and nurse, and served
all through the war, acknowledged and appreci-
ated by all the great characters haviog charge of
the affairs of state and war at that time. At the

couclusion of hostilities, she-quietly retired into
private life and a short while ago gave her modest
dwelling over to bea ‘“home for the aged and
homeless of her race.”

It will be an inspiration for the rising genera-
tion to see and clasp hands with this noble mother
in Isrnel!  She has attained the advanced age of
80 years, and should God in his providence bless
the efforts now being put forth toward having her
present at the Couvention in: Washington, we
hope our people will give her.a true Chautauquan
welcome.  We expeet to reproduce her photo-
graph on our souvenir programme. This alone will
make them valuable. We hope to bring such
pressure to bear upon our great body of Afro-
American Women, that a great unrest will seize
our women, that the ery, ¢What shall we do to
elevate, purify and upbuild our race?” will burst
spontancously from thousands of earnest hearts,

all over this land. All over our country, thou-
sands of women are awakening to the fact that a
new duay is dawning for our people, and that a
tidal wave of deep heartfelt anxiety for better and
purer homes, healthier and better trained children,
broader and more helpful educational and mission-
ary work is sweeping over the great body of
Afro-American Women. So at the very begin-
ning of this new day let us all meet in the benign
presence of this great leader, in days and actions,
that caused strong men to quail, this almost
unknown, almost unsung *“Black Joan of Are,” to
whom the lamented Irederick Douglass once
wrote—¢*Most that I have done and suffered in
the service of our cause has been in public, and 1
have received much encouragement at every step
of the way.  You on the other hand have lubored
in a private way. I have wrought in the day—
you in the night.
crowgd and the satisfaction that comes of being
nppl:‘ﬁrcd by the multitude, while the most you
have done has been witnessed by a Tow trembling
scarred and footsore bondmen and women, whom
you have led out of the house of bondage, and
whose heartfelt ¢God bless you' has been your
only reward. The midnight- eky and the silent
stars have been the witnesses of your devotion to
freedom and of your heroism.”

The primary object of the Federation is to bring
our women together, we owe it to our children,
to uncover from partial oblivion and unconscious
indifference the great characters within our own
ranks. The fact that we know so little that is
creditable and truly noble about our own people
constitutes one of the snddest and most humilint-
ing phases of Afro-American life. Every woman
who feels that is so, should rally now, and aid the
great Cause, represented by The National Feder-
ation of Afro-American Women, nnd so nobly
championed by our own Mrs. Booker T. Wash-
ington, Vicroria Earre.

I have had the applause of the



